e

ot ;?ZJ%W %
b Y e ot

oy o oo ol s 2 ZL
< fums i, :

(#Q/?WJW’M& ;
AT 22
o sh aned Y o
7 j}f&WJW' / :
2 ol






[EWS-EXAMINER - MONTPELIER, IDAHO

M

Centennial History Of Alton Valley
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‘Ithe Bear Lake Valley,

-irich, John Moni,

Within a score of years after
the original pioneers entered in
settle-
ments had filtered into the lu-
crative valleys throughout the

present confines of the county.

By 1883, as the railroad enter-

ed the valley, the first settlers
‘| were locating themselves in the
,|Alton Valley where prior to

this, only the Indians and the

cattle, owned by Grandison Ray-
mond were familiar with the
area.

Among the earliest were Luc-
ious Bingham, Arnold Zumbren-
nen, Jake Hirschi, John Wuth-
Marian and
Jess Perkins, Bzra and Martin

.| Phelps and Albert Kunz. In 1902,

John Eschler moved to the area.
At this time the general loca-
tion was referred to as Sheep
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|Creek. An Indian trail wound
its way through the mountains
from Bear Hollow through the
valley and on to the river where
it furned upward into the Coke-
ville area.

A branch of the LDS Church
| was organized in 1903 with John
| Eschler as the presiding elder. A
meeting was held by the settlers
and a community herd was pro-
posed. Thus it was that Alton
Valley entered into the dairying
business. Cheese was made and
readily sold to the railroad
crews and bartered with the
migratory bands of Indians for
furs and horses.

The first dairy was soon
abandoned as a community pro-
ject and individual farmers es-
tablished their own. At the low-
er end of the valley, near Bear
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River and the railroad, the Kunz
and Phelps families operated
successfully. In the mnorthern
end of the valley John Wuthrich
and Gottfreid Eschler began
large commercial projects. The
men boarded cows for the small-

er ranches during the summer

months and gave in exchange of
the milk, calves and a percent-
age of the cheese. Men and boys
served as the cowherders, but
women completed the milking
and tending the vats under the
experienced eye of the cheese-
maker. ;

By 1906, a combination church
and schoolhouse was construc-
ted. Between 25 and 30 children
were enrolled with one teacher.

A small store and a postoffice
was established on the John
Eschler ranch two years later.
The first mail was brought in
from Raymond by horseback and
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snowshoes. The carrier was
Alma Eschler.

In the early 1920’s the people
incorporated and built a large
reservoir for the storage of irri-
gation waters. Ditches were con-
structed and the raising of -al-
falfa and irrigated wheat crops
was begun.

By 1914 the majority of the
free range had been usurped by
large sheep concerns and the
dairying business dwindled to a
standstill. At this time, many of
the families left the area. Today,
only five families remain, with
approximately 26 members.
Domestic stock is fed and fat-
tended on irrigated acreages.
The school has long been closed
and was torn down in the late
1950’s, Highway 30 crosses the
flat valley area and its people

commute to Montpelier, some

13 miles away, for their needs.
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|1Collinas, 76, FEnEmmsE
aris, ldaha, died
naftural causes
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R.. Lincoln, Neb.: i

| Nirs,"James (Alrira) Hawkes, Paris.

| Idaho; Mrs. Wayne (Rita) Haddack,}!

| Tucson, Ariz.; 11  grandchildren; |.

| brothers, sisfers, Lyman H., ldaho:

| Mrs, Zula Cole, Mrs. Hazel Shep-|

| herd, all_Logan; Clarence, Mrs, Ger-

trude Emre' poth ~ Paris; ~ Mrs.

Naoma Earl, f Jn-
San Francisco; Mrs, Edith

Lake City. Funeral 2 p.m.

| Monday, Paris, _Idahe, First LDS
| Ward Chapel, Friends call Matthews |
| Mor{uaty, Monipelier, ldaha, 46
| p.m.. Sundav, Monday 9 a.m. unfil

| services, home of James Hawkes,
| Paris, Burial Paris, Idaho, city cem-|
| etery. |
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