CHRIST'S PATTERN FOR LIVING

NECEEE In the 14th Chapter of Johu, Verse 6, the Savior ¥K ﬁi&e& “T am
the way, the truth and the life."
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So 1f we honor His plea to "Follow thou Me", we must Wh t

Christ ig the way, and-msamwest seek after hl&_mthem_mulnnz

You know when IME Jesus was seekkng to comfort his apostles and prepare
them ® for hils .unpentling death and reaurrection, He tcld xkmk them kkmk
of the lheavenly @man 3 _he woul them and then He added:

"And whither I go ye know and the way ye Know.

It was Thomas who entered the protest, "Lord, we know not whither thou
goest; and how can we know the way?"

I suppose S Thomas' for they had not ymxk
really undemstood the Savior's mission nixthnxxxntntxxlx as

their minds had not yet been enlightened by the Holy Ghost, ImEX

then the glorious resurrection. It might have been t;hat they were too
close to this Divine greatness to appreciate it and therefore could not

clearly see the path they were to take or fhe visglon of thelr destination,

8 _Lhig ] o - 2 SRS E ’g’erhaps our closenesgs to the
Church and our i'nvolvement with the mechanioa of 11;5 operation tend to

blind the real goal that we seal ; : ach 2 ’
the resad to perfection which is gaine.d. through the Savior 8 pattern for

.An inciden +the Gospel Doctrine teacher
in his ward. One evening he was studying the class lesson titled, "The
Master's way". He had arranged a tentative outline for his 1esson and
then had started to develop it further.

It was about this time that a knock came at the door,
evening and he happened to be alone at home and he had LxgmisR planned

this special opportunitg to prepare himself for the important lesson he
was to teach at Sunday School the next morning., The knock at the door




certalnly was not music to his ears and he was sure that a visitor would
be & nulsance.

He was still registering his displeaszure when he opened the door and found

a4 man standing on the porch., He saw a man of ahout forty dressed in clothe
ing that was somewhat frayed.

The man, in a v ‘ that was somewhat
subdued salid, "Excuse me, but are you Mr, Clark"?

Jim anawered him a little brusquely - "Yeg,. what do vou ﬂgn;gﬂ

The man continued, Mr. Clafk, would you please help me? I'm out of work,
He gald, "I heard you might need someone in your plastics factory. I've
done that kind of work and- -"

Jim cut him off and said, I'm sorry. We're completely staffed. We ,
filled our vaesncy yesterday." .

The man wss deeply disappointed. and He asked Jim,1f he could possibly
suggest somewhere else he might look, He said, "I really need a Job,
and maybe with your contaﬂcﬁg, you could- ~ " ‘
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4nd the man was cut off agaln as Jim told him,"I'm afraid not%as he was
¢losling the door, He mald XME its a bad time in the industry right now
and T dont know where to suggest."

The man started to speak again, byt Jim cut him off with - "You really
must excuse meé, I'm very busy - an e shu he door,

He started back t% his desk to continue his preparation of the leassén

titled "The Masber's way”, but he paused at the front window and

the man's movements caught his eye,

The stranger went down the frout steps and made his way to the street,

While he was passing out of sight, hls.shoulders gesmed o little more
Btooped than Jim had noticed hefore and he didmt have the spring in his
step that you would expect from a man of his age, He thought,“well
maybe the guy is xtm¥m tired. - But we all get tired sometimes, - and
then he went baak btao.praparing.hls.ledsoen, "The master's way".

But he couldnt, for some reasom, seem to blot out of his mind, the plcture
of the stkangerjho had come to his door. He completed hig lesgon and

had the material neatly arranged in the outline and then began to read .
some of the supplementary scriptures recommended., SmExXE

One of them was the Sgvior's comment on the Judgment to come as recorded
in HHXXNEN the 25th chapter of Matthew: versed 31 to 46. J(Read).

Whilelukdread, the stranger's departing form loomed 1n his mindis eye
with an increasing intemsity, - he rcad seemed to blur
.éxcept those words, "F apd ye zave me meat: a
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: T was & gtranger and ye too , me in:

Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick and ve visited me: I Was in prison,
and ye came unto me,

And then - "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto ome of the least of these my
brethren, ye W ve done UnLo me. (3 73 T35-35, 10.7 '
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Jim put down the Bible amdx®x in his attempt to rid himself of these

accusing words aud he started gebating wikhip himself, the issue that

they raised,

And he thought to himself, "Well, the man wasn't necessarily hungry or
thirsty or sick, - was he? He certaipnly wasn't paked or in prilson.

. True, he was a stranger, but you don't ask any old Tom, Dick, or Harry
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into your home., Why, he might h-ve been a burglar "casing® the place!
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AnywayJ - iqeh] he. lopd'g work in preparing the lessom and he
didnt have time for such 1nterruptions.
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Besldes, 1f a person was in need, there were places to go - for emample,
the state welfare department. Why ahould He accept individual respons-
ivility when there weres ta sported oprgs gLions -_help the mneedy.
There were employment bureaus to help them find work, and % oB? He
reld what the bishop asked for Church welfare. Wasn't 1t the bilhop 8
Job to coordinzte help to the poor? - He d ithe experience Lo imow how
to separate the truly needy from the scrounger, - the sheep from the
gosats, 30 to speak,

This last statement really hit a aensitive cordl - These were the words
g _ 3 g _that Jim had Jjust read
and somehow 1t made him feel uncomfortably close to the day of Judgment,

And then he continued in hils Xix® rationalization: He thought, "All
right, suppasing I did shirk the issue a bit mktik with the man at the
door?! What should T have done? Whai responslibiilix.dld. .l really haye
in such a situation? - Was responsibility really the right word in this
situation? Was there x really some basie element lacking in mpx the
way 1 treated that man?

And as he sat there pondering, his eye caught a note that he had written
almost first as he developed his plan Tor hld SUnday S
the next day.

It read: Determine your actions by the criteriorn - "What would Jesus Do"?
"What was his pattern of living"?

Let us remember brethren and sisters, The Savior said am the way the
truth _and the l1ife: mno man cometh unto the Father but by me.,

Hg_hag_g;xgn_yg_jﬁg_ga%§g;g, let us ever pray for strength and courage
and wisdom that we sha be able to follow 1t, That we shall be able to
follow afébr Him,

I say 1t 1n the name of Jesus Christ, Amen,




