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/L/ We read in the twent%-fouzyn ghapéer of Matthew,;gir'lard declaring as
of the sgigneg o© ¢ appreaching end of kkExdkmpexgatisn this dispensation

that this Gospel of the Kingd

preached in all the werld for a
wWitness untec all nations, and 1

hm ihajg:t'r

: cne,
%hrough one of his prophets.

This "End® that the Lord spoke or was delcribes

He says this earth shall
be as stubbles, and she be cens-J

Soappp. " (Malfst1-gf gl sies Hh ﬂr
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- That before that great and
: : g particulapy

mission to turm the hearts ol he chil-re: tohthe_fathers and the fathers to
the children -~ Test, the Savior sayd, -~ lest I come and smite the earth
with a curse, : ' :

There are some interesting things about this prophecy, Filrst - it hag a
definite time element,

ereat and dreadful

-ay of the Lor&
We are living in the perlod immediately preceding that day.1¢£7qﬁgzéaﬁa/
By the signs of the tlmgg - we know that Christ's coming is near,

Then -~ by the same token - wWe may know that the comingm of Elijah was s
reserved for the perled of fime.dnwhichwa lixs. - That his coming Wb
be 1n the mear fuiture or ¢ recent past.

The misslon of Eliljah was plainly outlined, - It was to establish
interest between the nt a st _generations, and to "turm the heart
O e cphlldren to eir fathere."

. [
To be more §‘3§¢§Ze ~ the purpose of Eliljah'sxmx coming wasg to create in the
heartsx of living persons, anf interest inm thelr ancestors,

Since this purpose was so definitely atated and established by mEzipzim
scripture, 1t remains only for us to determine if he has vef._ooge.

To answer thilas, we need only ask if there has been 2 recently developed and
widespread Ilnterest among living men and women regardlng their forefathers?

Ve ok e ‘thif widesprohd hiarhst B amhn fus. e re 68 of hniefigferdst
e anrav A A

One missionary, ces & KL s poumishdy, told of a women
in his mission down xllz South that had her geaealogy done back for sevsral
generations - rendy to send to Salt Lake, -~ She was a member of the

Methodist chureh,
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About one hundred go, the promise that the savior made in
gar 6 the misslon of Eliljah, was fulfilled,

He appeared tco the Prophet Joseph; and Oliver Cowdery, in the Temple
at Kirtland, and there bestowed upon them the keys of the gealing
pewer of the priesthood,
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Without the coming of Elijah, there would be m»ex mneed for temples,
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pers

B % _ gtory of this
on who has eve

World, It is vitsl to every T lived upon the face of

the esrth,

It might be interesting to note that before that great event in 1836 - the
appearance of Eligah to restore the keys of sealing, there was very little
endeavor to search the records of the dead,

What was done, here and there was usually where some estate was involved,
The people were not turning their heartas to their fathers, They were
not searshing the records. ey were not complling them,

There were no organizations or societies that anyone seems to know about
before that important date in 1836,

One year late however Grez sed laws that provided for
nd compelle né preservation of reccrds of the dead,

n 184 the New England Historilc 1l Soclety vwas organized 4
n Boston an B CO e ¢ the firet organizatlion of this kind in the
world, .

1 the New al and Blographical Soclety M KRN RE.of
was organized,

Then followed rapidly other societles throughout the states then in existance,

We know too that their are many many societies in Great Britian and through-
out wagry other lands in europe from wheRée many of our people have come.

we that this spirit has taken hold of the people - not only
in the Church - but & many who are not of the Church, They tooc are
searcjomg tHe recprds and com _

I dont belidve there is any uaxk area of church work where their has been
more perscnal revelatlon involved NEAXETEXUKEESXEREXK or where thelr has

been a greater manifestation of the djivipity of thig Wark than there has
been in_Geneslogy and temple.wark.

Fervepd=
I believe we are aware of this, In some instances, there has been xliﬁﬁg;;t
testimony of audible communication from beyond the veil,
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. 1 keys of aealing to delivergthat would prevent the smitlng
of the egqrth with a curse - or that the earth would mot be wagted at 4he

comingqﬁﬂfthedbonﬂ? _ _ M5

This Prophet Elijah whose misslion was to turn the heart of the fathers
to the children _ and the heart of the children to their fathersy

President Joseph Fielding Smith saild that it seems to be most fitting that
the

futuro generations; and in that premise predict a time to come when
there would be & linking of the diapenaations past with those of later
tim&s. { I“ /’ /I"’[ o s P - / /') " ’[0. 2 ;',/’, < p ’é

at arls *} to Eoge

//;a ccml/- of £lijah,

b ¢ and, reasonablg for X
s:nd arsjbefore the/ gtime
as prat.deecribed by

8 prophgcy was fulfilled,ﬂith\thg comin
flias\~- or/aforer

Paul in writing to the Epheslan-Balnta, told them that in the dispensation
of the fulness of times, the

the Father waeg Lo gather in _one _all things
in Christ - _ "both which are in heaven and which are on earth", {Eph.1:10)
T Bl VB PN/ y Py
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was to be in that day that jah was to bring back to earth his priesthood
and restore to men the power to seal on earth and in heaven, so that
mankind might have the means of escape fron the destruction which .
awalted the wicked in that grest and of ¢ that is
referred to in the scriptures,

That great and dreadful day can be o other time but the coming of
Chris c establls ; ol Sy . . i ; :

It will not be a day Of fear amik in the hearts of the righteous, but




A will be a great day of fear and terror to the ungedly,

This we have learned from the words of our Savior himself, as he taught
his disciples,

refeal uhto yom thé Pr;estho.
’efo e the aominﬁlcf the j reat

....-.M- of/ khe o

h that this predictiogﬂwas about to be ZEEEEEEm

The fulfiliment came some twelve years later — on April 3, 1836,

On this day, Elljah conferred upon idmmm the Prophet Joseph and Oliver
Cowdery, in the Kirtland Temple, his priesthood - which is the
power Lo bind or seal on earth and in heaven,
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Without this authority, none of these ordinsaces EEEXK of salvation

or exhaltation could be performed righteo S8,

President Joseph Fielding Smith sald that the ragicpatioi-of.thls

a horil gaves t ed
the coming of Jesus Chrls » And in his statement he further mentioned

that there would be only confuslon and disaster should Christ come
and the power of sBealing nct be here,
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1n fulfillnent ef

- He- gdme racllObil the
prophecy of Malachal, The sealing power of the prlesthood has been

restored, We of this Churech proclaim At throughout the m length and
Bredth of tFe eartH.,- We do0 iE In the nDame 07%'5'—,

'wr‘vurt
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{;q 8h th- r-nhit lef :ucg'=' lmpressibn lupoh Ais tAmé that the
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When the religious situation in Israel ssemed hopeless ag a result of
yranny ol Jozepel and ARab, ed forward to stem the

tide. sz N GOLLINESS,

Using the ke [ of the':!hitng Egggg‘}gﬁ_jhg_f;;g&ihggﬁ vested in him,
El}l Jah stood before Ahab, the KThg of Israel, and said: }
*As the Lord God of Israel 1iveth before whom I atand, there &k shall

t be dew ain th s rd, " GNP These LEMT
no nor rain these year but ggcordins to my wor Wﬂ{
Durir t'.h Sensuin e Lord directed Elijanh to brook et
ar ordap, There he had water to drink and ravens brought n;nnzggd

miraculously to sustaln him.

When the brook dried up _during the extended drought, the Lord sent E1ijaff
% X - N I ;

who had been commanded to sustain the prophet during'the extendod drought
in Israel,

The scriptural account of how Elijah, through his marvelous poweras,

caused her barrell of meal and cruse of oil to fail Eﬂha"" weidl knon.'

He went far ln stemming the tide of pagsn religion in Isrgel.

Ina test of the powers of Baal and Jehovah, the~hend—md—sashowa—iris—
i o~ enle and the prophets of Basl were

slain.

The Prophet Elijah thcnw for kg raln and 1t came down in torrents,

earth; and to

g to the Kingdom
2\, unto the

1 ko their fathers, even those
the Church Vol. VI, pp, 250-1)




